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churches, but he refounded the National Church.
Kalojan's "union" with Rome had only lasted as
long as -he had something to gain from the Pope or
something to fear from the Franks. Asen threw off
even the pretence of devotion to the Papacy; the
head of the Catholic Church hurled at him the terrors
of excommunication, and, when that failed, hounded
on the King of Hungary against him. But this
crusade proved a failure, and the threat of excom-
munication fell flat. Asen declared the Church of
Trnovo independent, alike of Rome and Constanti-
nople, and in the presence of Greek and Bulgarian
bishops the Primate of Bulgaria was solemnly raised
to the dignity of Patriarch. But Asen had broad
sympathies. One of the chief complaints made
against him by the Pope was his protection of the
Bogomiies; but lovers of toleration will reckon as not
the least of his glories the generous permission, which
he extended to Catholics, Orthodox Greeks, and
K heretics " alike, to worship in their own way without
hindrance from him. No Czar was more beneficent
towards the monks. The great monastery of Ryl was
richly endowed, and the u holy mountain " of Athos
enriched by his donations. Xo wonder that a Bul-
garian priest wrote of him that%l he had exalted the
Empire of the Czars to the glory of God above all his
forbears ; for he built monasteries and adorned them
with gold and pearls and stones of great price; every
grade of the hierarchy did he honour, bishops, priests,
and deacons alike, and at last restored the Bulgarian
Patriarch." When he died in 1241, the two boys, who
followed him in rapid succession on the throne, had